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How Republicans forged 
party unity on tax measure 


BY ANDREA DRUSCH 
adrusch@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 
Republicans need Republicans 
to get their tax overhaul through 
Congress, so they’re using GOP- 
friendly media and grassroots 
groups to twist lawmakers’ 
arms. 
GOP members of Congress 


have been skeptical of several 
parts of the Republican-author- 
ed tax bills, suggesting they 
increase the deficit too much or 
don’t give enough of a tax break 
to the middle class or small 
business. 

Those doubts stalled the bill 
in the Senate Thursday evening, 
causing visible frustration from 
a handful of Republican sen- 
ators and resulting in a heated 


discussion on the Senate floor. 
By Friday, leaders said those 
concerns were addressed. But in 
order to pass, the tax measure 
still has several other legislative 
hurdles in the coming weeks. 
Faced with precious little time 
to get a proposal on the presi- 
dent’s desk before the end of 
the year, Republican leaders are 
going to the grassroots to apply 
pressure to their own members. 


GOP-aligned interests plan to 
spend millions of dollars on ads 
urging constituents to call their 
members in support of tax re- 
form in Republican-held con- 
gressional districts. Party lead- 
ers are aggressively promoting 
their ideas across conservative 
media. 

Appearing on Fox News’ 
“Your World with Neil Cavuto” 
Thursday night, Sen. Ted Cruz, 


R-Texas, who earlier this year 
had offered his own tax plan, 
was drumming up support for a 
united effort - and disagreeing 
with colleagues who helped 
delay action on the bill. 

“T’m encouraged by where we 
are, I think we’re making steady 
progress. I think we’re ap- 
proaching consensus,” said 
Cruz. 

GOP leaders say passing tax 
reform is critical for Repub- 
licans ahead of the 2018 mid- 
terms. After failing to repeal and 
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‘We have the votes’ on tax measure, Senate 
leader says 2A 


Value of Horned Frogs in the Top 10? ‘It’s priceless 


TCU FOOTBALL 


Scoring big 
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a a ve 
JOYCE MARSHALL jlmarshall@star-telegram 


The field at AT&T Stadium is being prepared Friday for the Big 12 championship game between TCU and Oklahoma on Saturday morning. 


BY CARLOS MENDEZ 
cmendez@star-telegram.com 


TCU may or may not win a 
national championship in foot- 
ball this year, but another top 
10 ranking means the Horned 
Frogs scored big anyway. 

The Frogs are spending their 
ninth week in the AP Top 25 as 
they prepare for the Big 12 title 
game on Saturday. Their game 
against Oklahoma kicks off the 
sport’s “championship week- 
end” with all eyes watching in 
anticipation of what teams will 
make the College Football 


Big 12 championship 
TCU vs. Oklahoma 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, KDFW/Ch. 4 


Playoff. And TCU, ranked 10th 
by the AP, is one of only two 
major college teams from Tex- 
as — and the only Texas team 
from the Big 12 — in action on a 
heavily watched day. 

The resulting exposure is 
“priceless,” athletic director 
Chris Del Conte said. 


“I don’t even think you can 
quantify it,” he said. “It’s tre- 
mendous. It’s priceless. It’s 
immeasurable.” 

Sports economists agree. 
“Tt’s millions. We know it’s 
millions,” said Raymond Sauer, 
a professor in the John E. Walk- 
er Department of Economics at 

Clemson, who founded The 
Sports Economist blog. “People 
have studied those things, and 
the numbers are very, very 
big.” 

The benefits mean more than 
money, however. 

Before TCU’s Rose Bowl 
championship season in 2010, 


the school was receiving 6,000 
applicants for about 1,600 
spots, Del Conte said. 

“Now we’re well over 
23,000 for 1,600 spots,” he 
said. “There are so many peo- 
ple now talking about TCU. 
There is a direct correlation 
between the success of our 
football program on the nation- 
al stage and a variety of areas. 
One is applicants. Two is the 
amount of people wanting to 
give back. I tell everyone, a 
rising tide floats all boats.” 

Additionally, California 
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DOUG MILLS NYT 


President Donald Trump and 
Michael Flynn, then the national 
security adviser, at CIA 
headquarters Jan. 21. 


Flynn 
plea gets 
Mueller 
closer to 
Trump 


BY GREG GORDON, BEN WIEDER 
AND PETER STONE 


McClatchy Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON 

Retired Lt. Gen. Michael 
Flynn’s guilty plea Friday sig- 
nals that he already has provid- 
ed federal prosecutors with 
incriminating information about 
President Donald Trump or 
senior members of his inner 
circle, marking an explosive 
turn in the investigation into 
whether Trump’s 2016 cam- 
paign collaborated in Russia’s 
election meddling, legal experts 
said. 

The former national security 
adviser’s plea to a single count 
of lying to FBI agents, and the 
disclosure that he is cooperating 
with investigators, means Jus- 
tice Department Special Coun- 
sel Robert Mueller has secured 
the inside witness he has sought 
for months in his sprawling 
inquiry. 

Flynn, a former three-star 
Army general, admitted that he 
lied about multiple contacts he 
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NEW IKEA STORE 
NEARS OPENING 


Ikea will open its second 
North Texas store in less 
than two weeks. A Fort 
Worth location is planned in 
2019. 4A 
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LEGISLATOR AIMS 
PLEA AT TRUMP 


Rep. Sam Johnson makes 
a plea to President Trump 
in the wake of a report on 
the disability benefits 
backlog in Fort Worth. 3A 
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FIRE CHIEF SAYS HE 
WILL STEP DOWN 


After more than 10 years as 
Fort Worth’s fire chief, 
Rudolph “Rudy” Jackson Jr. 
has announced his retirement 
effective in March. 3A 
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